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	Cameron is in the seventh grade and is an intelligent boy who once enjoyed school. When Cameron is in school, he completed his work and received great marks in return. The problem is that halfway through the term, Cameron has missed 19 days of school. Over time, his attitude has gone from bright and energetic to downhearted, his participation has decreased, and he is not turning in his homework. In a situation such as this, what do you feel is going wrong with Cameron and more importantly what can you do to change it? 



































Truancy is an epidemic sweeping our nation with many students missing school due to unexplained absences. As many as 30% of students are missing school in some cities (Goldstein, 2003).


So why are students missing so much school? Although some students may not be attending due to school refusal, others may not be attending due to a variety of other negative influences. 


 Several influences on students that may be to blame for the truancy epidemic including some of the following (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools, & U.S. Department of Education, 2008):


Students may miss school due to school related factors such as bullying or unsafe environment within the school.


Family factors play a role in the attendance of students as well, with problems such as distress within the family due to financial issues or negative family structure/environment.


Student characteristics may be at fault such as low self-esteem or lack of interest and outside influences contributing to use of drugs and alcohol.


Have you ever noticed a student absent from school who possibly has problems such as these?






































Cameron’s Story





WHAT 





“Students may miss school due to school related factors such as bullying or unsafe environment within the school.”
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Truancy in our Schools





Congratulate students and families making the extra effort that cut back on number of days their student is truant.





Cortez, J. D., & Malloy, J. New Hampshire Achievement for Dropout Prevention and Excellence (APEX). In National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities. Retrieved February 21, 2008, from http://www.ndpc-sd.org/practices/docs/APEX_Program_Description.pdf





	APEX was created in order to reduce dropout rates, develop a system using PBIS in order to reduce 	suspension/expulsions, and provide services to those who have dropped out or are at risk. PBIS strategies 	used by APEX are the following: analyzing behavioral incidents, setting expectations for students based 	on behavior, using data collection and analysis, and having teachers use positive behavior strategies 	within the school itself. This intervention program includes an extensive community based support 	system as well as individual support for students. High schools using the previously described intervention 	have revamped referrals systems, created universal and targeted 	groups, created a new student 	climate, and developed behavioral expectations for their students.





Fernandez Rundle, K, & Crew, R. F. (2005). Miami-Dade State Attorney Office Truancy Intervention Program (T.I.P.). 	In Student Support Services Project. Retrieved February 17, 2008, from 	http://sss.usf.edu/Resources/pdf/TIP_handout.pdf


	


	This truancy intervention program is focused on initially increasing parental responsibility for their 	children’s attendance at school. It focuses on a reduction in truancy in order to decrease 	delinquency/crime and increase academic performance. Students are allowed ten unexcused 	absences until referred to the program with a parent meeting on attendance. There are four levels of 	meetings with increasing parental support required and more responsibility expected from the student. 	The first and second meetings take place at the school  with administrators, counselors, the student, and 	his/her parents. For the third and fourth meeting, district administrators and resource officers 	attend. If the student requires a fourth meeting, prosecution may occur.





Graeff-Martins, A., Oswald, S., Comassetto, J., Kieling, C., Goncalves, R., & Rohde, L. (2006). A package of interventions to reduce school dropout in public schools in a developing country: A feasibility study. European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 15, 442-449. 





	A universal intervention was created with workshops for teachers to recognize disorders. Letters were sent home to families about dropout rates, reasons for dropping out, how to check if your child is attending school or not, improving communication with your child, and motivational topics for parents. Parents conferences were scheduled as well with the first of three meetings focusing on academics, the second focused on dropout problems, and the third focused on sexuality. Modifications were made to the school context to have students thinking about and creating activities related to behavioral problems. A telephone helpline was implemented for parents to be able to call about problems surrounding the student or the family of the student. An additional program called, “The Advantages of Staying at School” was implemented and focuses on keeping students attending school and demonstrating the advantages of staying in school. A targeted intervention was created for at-risk children which is considered ten or more unexcused days out of school. These students received mental health assessments focusing on the student and parents behaviors. If no mental health issues were found, families received additional resources for themselves and their children.





Perez McCluskey, C., Bynum, T. S., & Patchin, J. W. (2004). Reducing chronic absenteeism: An assessment of an early truancy initiative. Crime and Delinquency, 50(2), 214-234.





	An elementary absenteeism and truancy intervention program was implemented in order to address attendance problems and the family of children with a truant history. If a student missed more than 20% of school days, a letter was sent home to parents concerning importance of their child’s attendance. If the attendance improved, students and families received a letter congratulating them on their success. If attendance did not improve, the attendance officer was notified and the family of the student is contacted in order to sign a nonattendance acknowledgement letter as well as to discuss ways to intervene with their children’s non-attendance. If attendance problems persist, students are referred to a mental health or social service agency to follow up. If attendance remains unchanged, eventually parents receive a warrant for the lack of attendance enforcement of their children.












































Students are missing out on education due to the increasing numbers absent from school each year. Many students are held back grades and some eventually are dropping out altogether. 





Truancy not only has short-term effects on a student’s education, but long-term effects on the rest of their life as well. The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) and United States Department of Justice summarized several negative consequences associated with truancy.  





These outcomes are listed below (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools, & U.S. Department of Education, 2008):





Failing out of school. 


A lower self-esteem paired with problems in social interactions.


An increase in violence and drug abuse.


Higher risk of pregnancy and violence.


Higher crime rate and unemployment.


Those who are truant are more likely to be the students for greater risk of dropping out of high school. In 2005, the U.S. Census Bureau reported that an astonishing 11% of high school students dropped out of school within the year (United States Census Bureau, 2008). The OJJDP reported that the average cost of these dropouts on society is $800,000 over each of their lifetimes.


 In order to combat these negative life long consequences of truancy, it is necessary to focus on prevention and intervention of truancy within our schools. Students need your helping hand to grab them and pull them back into the educational system they need before it is too late.




























































































SO WHAT 














Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, and the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools (OSDFS), & U.S. Department of Education. About truancy. In Truancy Prevention: Empowering Communities and Schools to Succeed. Retrieved March 7, 2008, from http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/truancy/overview.html


Perez McCluskey, C., Bynum, T. S., & Patchin, J. W. (2004). Reducing chronic absenteeism: An assessment of an early truancy initiative. Crime and Delinquency, 50(2), 214-234.


Ramsey County Attorney. In Ramsey County. Retrieved February 21, 2008, from http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/attorney/SPTIP.asp.


Santelmann Richtman, K. (2007). The truancy intervention program of the Ramsey County attorney's office: A collaborative approach to school success. Family Court Review, 45(3), 421-437.


Teasley, M. L. (2004). Absenteeism and truancy: Risk, protection, and best practice implications for school social workers. Children and Schools, 26(2), 117-128.


United States Census Bureau (2008). Education: Elementary and Secondary Education:  Completions and Dropouts. In The 2008 Statistical Abstract. Retrieved March 7, 2008, from  http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/education/elementary_and_secondary_education_completions_and_dropouts.html


Yampolskaya, S., Massey, O. T., & Greenbaum, P. E. (2006). At-risk high school students in the "Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness Program" (GEAR UP): Academic and behavioral outcomes. The Journal of Primary Prevention, 27(5), 457-475.














Now that we know truancy can have short-term and long-term negative effects, what can you do about it?


Below are programs, and their outcomes, of what educators and interventionists have previously created in order to combat truancy.





In Ramsey County, Minnesota, an intervention program was established for children six to seventeen years of age. 


Three step process that includes the parents of the truant student. After three unexcused absences, students are first referred for a group meeting. Secondly, if attendance does not improve a hearing is held in order to create a contract on attendance and accountability. Lastly, the student is referred to juvenile court if attendance still does not improve (Ramsey County Attorney, 2008; Santelmann Richtman, 2007).


 


Mentoring can be an effective component in the reduction of truancy by attaching students to a positive role model that is able to guide students in their academics. Mentors can be found within the school or even in the community setting (Teasley, 2004).





"Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness Program" (GEAR UP) is a program utilizing tutors, counselors for students as well as families, and information about secondary education through field trips and presentations (Yampolskaya, Massey, & Greenbaum, 2006). 
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What can I do as a teacher?





Goldstein, Little, and Akin-Little (2003) suggest in their literature review of truancy that the best means for combating truancy as found by previous researchers is to develop an interdependent contingency system in which performance of the group is rewarded if all members meet the requirements. 


The authors go on to explain that:


“. . .a class can be given the opportunity to earn extra recess time, 


during which no schoolwork is required of them. This reward can be 


given to the entire class each Friday if attendance is above the


established criterion level for the class, regardless of individual student’s attendance records. This type of intervention is cost effective, has 


proven efficacy for other target behaviors, and does not place


excessive demands on teachers (e.g., time and resources)” (p. 136). 





Another suggestion from Moos and Moos (1978) as found in Goldstein, Little, and Akin-Little (2003) includes assessing peer to peer climate as well as and teacher to student relationship.








NOW WHAT 





Cortez, J. D., & Malloy, J. New Hampshire Achievement for Dropout Prevention and Excellence (APEX). In National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities. Retrieved February 21, 2008, from http://www.ndpc-sd.org/practices/docs/APEX_Program_Description.pdf.


Fernandez Rundle, K, & Crew, R. F. (2005). Miami-Dade State 





Attorney Office Truancy Intervention Program 





(T.I.P.). In Student Support Services 





Project. Retrieved February 17, 2008, from 





http://sss.usf.edu/Resources/pdf/TIP_handout.pdf.





Goldstein, J. S., Little, S. G., & Akin-Little, A. (2003). Absenteeism: A review of the literature and school psychology’s role. The California School Psychologist, 8, 127-139.


Graeff-Martins, A., Oswald, S., Comassetto, J., Kieling, C., Goncalves, R., & Rohde, L. (2006). A package of interventions to reduce school dropout in public schools in a developing country: A feasibility study. European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 15, 442-449. 


Moos, R. H., & Moos, B. S. (1978). Classroom social climate 	and student absences and grades. Journal of


	Educational Psychology, 70, 263-269.


National Center for School Engagement. Truancy Program Registry. In National Center for School Engagement. Retrieved March 11, 2008, from http://www.schoolengagement.org/truancypreventionregistry/index.cfm.



























































































































































http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/truancy/studies.html





















































Where to learn more . . .


Check out these great sources for more information about truancy.
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An intervention was created for elementary students in which letters were sent home if more than 20% of the days were missed. Congratulatory letters were sent home if attendance improved, acknowledgment letters sent home is attendance did not improve, and if truancy persists, students are referred to an agency and parents receive a warrant for lack of enforcement of school attendance (Perez McCluskey, Bynum, & Patchin, 2004).





Parental education can be used through conferences and phone help lines to inform parents on academics, the dropout problems, and sexuality. All issues surrounding truancy both short-term and long-term (Graeff-Martins, Oswald, Comassetto, Kieling, Goncalves, & Rohde, (2006). 








A New Hampshire Intervention called Achievement for Dropout Prevention and Excellence (APEX) focuses on positive behavior intervention strategies to set up behavioral expectations with teachers in the schools (Cortez & Malloy, 2008). 





A Miami-Dade intervention allows students ten unexcused absences until referred to the program with increased parental support and responsibility required. Meetings range from administrators and teachers to prosecutions in the juvenile justice system (Fernandez Rundle & Crew, 2005).








Do not focus only on the negatives! Interventions on truancy may be implemented when the negative actions occur, but you can reward the positives of it as well. Congratulate students and families making the extra effort that cut back on number of days their student is truant. Although they may not be attending regularly, any improvement is a push in the right direction. 
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“In 2005 the U.S. Census Bureau reported that an astonishing 11% of high school students dropped out within that year.”























The National Center for School Engagement contains a Truancy Program Registry logging current interventions as well as outcomes. Findings from the 6th – 8th grade programs can be seen below (National Center for School Engagement. Truancy Program Registry, 2008):





“The Mentor Project (Franklin, PA)- 


Students given one on one mentoring and tutoring are remaining in school with low crime rates and increasing grades.  





Parenting Wisely (Nationwide) - Interactive CD ROM and parent training program. Many behavioral problems and family relationships improve. 








Truancy Prevention Program (West Chester, PA)-


Provides counseling to qualifying children with truancy issues as identified by their schools. During 2002-03 and 2003-04, 84% of the students within program increased their attendance. Behavioral concerns were reduced among parents and students as well.
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Truancy Program Registry located on National Center for School Engagement Website: 


http://www.schoolengagement.org/truancypreventionregistry/index.cfm?fuseaction=programlist





Contains a program registry of truancy intervention and prevention work conducted across the United States. Each program is described in its implementation as well as evaluation of effectiveness.





Manual to Combat Truancy prepared by U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Justice 		                                                 http://www.ed.gov/pubs/Truancy/index.html


Provides truancy statistics and a manual to use in order to intervene in truant behavior. The manual contains past truancy initiatives and further assistance.





Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice, and the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools (OSDFS), U.S. Department of Education                              http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/truancy/index.html


Demonstrates strategies for intervention in truant behavior on federal and state levels. Includes useful tips and strategies to help absenteeism such as ten things a school can do to improve attendance and fact sheets about truancy.





Colorado Foundation for Families and Children Website:            http://www.coloradofoundation.org/template.asp 


Contains information and research on truancy. Provides external links to information about truancy prevention and intervention programs conducted.


























© Elizabeth Kiefer                                                                                                                                University of Pittsburgh                                                                                                                       eak23@pitt.edu 






































“The Mentor Project (Franklin, PA) - Students given one on one mentoring and tutoring are remaining in school with low crime rates and increasing grades.”
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Ramsey County Attorney. In Ramsey County. Retrieved February 21, 2008, from http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/attorney/SPTIP.asp.





	Ramsey County’s Truancy Intervention Program is focused on reducing truancy among children ages six to seventeen. The program is a three step process for students and parents which includes the following steps. Students with three unexcused absences is referred in order to conduct a group meeting focused on the students behavior. If attendance does not improve the student is referred to a review hearing to concentrate on a contract for students and their parents. Lastly if attendance has yet to improve the student is referred to juvenile court for a hearing and penalties to be decided by the court.





Santelmann Richtman, K. (2007). The truancy intervention program of the Ramsey County attorney's office: A collaborative approach to school success. Family Court Review, 45(3), 421-437.





	Truancy intervention program (TIP) includes a three step process. The first is a large meeting for a student who has three or more unexcused absences. In attendance are parents and Assistant County Attorney. If attendance does not improve, the second step occurs in which students attend a School Attendance Review Team (SART) hearing. A counselor or social worker, parents, Assistant County Attorney, and probation officer meet with the student and create a contract for success. If attendance again does not improve, a truancy petition is filed and students attend a hearing in Juvenile Court with consequences possibly being supervised probation and daily attendance at school. Those found to be truants at this level may be fined or receive community service. These students may be placed in an alternative home environment in order to take the student out of the non successful situation.





Teasley, M. L. (2004). Absenteeism and truancy: Risk, protection, and best practice implications for school social workers. Children and Schools, 26(2), 117-128.





	Absenteeism and truancy intervention can take places on several different levels. The first of these is the individual intervention. These interventions work the greatest when parents and teachers work in collaboration with and for the students. In order to intervene, students need to have peer tutoring in order to combat academic problems related to truancy. Mentoring is also a necessary component in the reduction of truancy if students are not attached to a positive figure guiding them in their academics. Another type of intervention is the school-based intervention in which schools combine their resources and focus on the student, family, and community in order to reduce truancy. Students can be referred to counselors, receive a truant officer to check in on them. Parents can be given workshops on the importance of attendance and connecting with their children. Neighborhood and community interventions are necessary in order to provide students with accountability and responsibility. 





Yampolskaya, S., Massey, O. T., & Greenbaum, P. E. (2006). At-risk high school students in the "Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness Program" (GEAR UP): Academic and behavioral outcomes. The Journal of Primary Prevention, 27(5), 457-475.





	The GEAR UP program is implemented for at-risk or low-achieving students to improve academics, secondary education, and decrease referrals and truancy. The program focuses on academic, behavior, and social issues. Tutors and counselors are available for the three previous components. Students are encouraged to participate in trips to demonstrate importance of secondary education. In order to decrease referrals and truancy, case managers provide counseling with students and their families. Presentations are sporadically given in order to provide information about college, stress, time management, and school work. 




























































